FROM HQDA//DACS-SF//

TO ALARACT

SUBJECT:  MOTORCYCLE SAFETY TRAINING AND OPERATING REQUIREMENTS

DIRECTOR OF ARMY SAFETY SENDS

A.  DODI 6055.4, DOD TRAFFIC SAFETY PROGRAM 

B.  AR 385-55, PREVENTION OF MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

C   MSG, DTG 131922Z JUN 00, IMPLEMENTATION GUIDANCE FOR AR 385-55, PREVENTION OF MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS  

1.  AT THE 25 SEPTEMBER 2002 QUARTERLY SAFETY IPR, THE CHIEF OF STAFF, ARMY, CONFIRMED HIS PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO MOTORCYCLE SAFETY BY STATING THAT COMMANDERS MUST STOP ALLOWING SOLDIERS TO DEFER THE LONG-STANDING DOD AND ARMY REQUIREMENT FOR MANDATORY MOTORCYCLE SAFETY TRAINING.
A.  THE REQUIRED SAFETY COURSE IS THE MOTORCYCLE SAFETY FOUNDATION (MSF) OR MSF- BASED, STATE-APPROVED CURRICULUM TAUGHT BY CERTIFIED OR LICENSED INSTRUCTORS.  HANDS-ON TRAINING AND A PERFORMANCE-BASED AND KNOWLEDGE-BASED EVALUATION ARE REQUIRED. 

B.  PRESCRIBED MOTORCYCLE SAFETY TRAINING IS MANDATORY FOR ALL SOLDIERS OPERATING MOTORCYCLES ON OR OFF POST, ON OR OFF DUTY, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE MOTORCYCLE IS REGISTERED ON POST.

2.  RECOMMEND COMMANDERS REVIEW CURRENT REGULATIONS IN THE REFERENCES AND ENSURE ENFORCEMENT.  SELECTED REQUIREMENTS ARE:

A.  PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT AND CLOTHING (PPEC) AND MIRRORS ARE MANDATORY FOR MOTORCYCLE OPERATION ON POST BY ALL PERSONNEL REGARDLESS OF PERMANENTLY STATIONED OR TRANSITORY STATUS OF MOTORCYCLE OPERATOR AND STATUS OF MOTORCYCLE REGISTRATION ON POST, AND FOR SOLDIERS ON AND OFF POST REGARDLESS OF LOCAL OR STATE LAWS.  

B.  REQUIRED PPEC ARE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (DOT) CERTIFIED HELMET, IMPACT OR SHATTER RESISTANT GOGGLES OR FULL FACE SHIELD PROPERLY ATTACHED TO THE HELMET, STURDY FOOTWEAR, LONG SLEEVED SHIRT OR JACKET, LONG TROUSERS, FULL-FINGERED GLOVES OR MITTENS DESIGNED FOR USE ON MOTORCYCLE, BRIGHTLY COLORED OUTER UPPER GARMENT DURING THE DAY AND A RETRO-REFLECTIVE UPPER GARMENT DURING THE NIGHT.  OUTER UPPER GARMENT SHALL BE CLEARLY VISIBLE AND NOT COVERED.  OPERATORS MUST ENSURE THAT THEIR PASSENGERS ALSO COMPLY WITH PPEC AND VISIBLE GARMENT REQUIREMENTS.  REAR VIEW MIRRORS MUST BE MOUNTED ON HANDLE BAR OR FAIRING, AND HEADLIGHT MUST BE TURNED ON.  

 
C.  FAILURE TO WEAR THE PPEC OR COMPLY WITH LICENSING OR THE OPERATOR TRAINING REQUIREMENT MAY BE CONSIDERED IN MAKING LINE OF DUTY DETERMINATIONS IF THE INJURY IS DUE TO NONUSE OF REQUIRED PPEC OR NONCOMPLIANCE. 

3.  THE ARMY EXPERIENCED 25 FATAL MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS IN FY 02.  IN THE FIRST TWO WEEKS OF FY 03, THE ARMY HAS LOST THREE SOLDIERS IN MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS.  WE ALL OWE IT TO THE ARMY’S MOST PRECIOUS RESOURCE, AND THEIR FAMILIES, TO DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO AVOID REPEATING FY02’S LOSS OF LIFE.

4.  THIS MESSAGE EXPIRES 31 OCTOBER 2003.

