Inspection and care of the rope involves the following procedures: 

(1) Each dynamic climbing rope should have a corresponding rope log (see Figure 2-3) (DA Form 5752-R, Rope Log (Usage and History)). This record allows for checking on the life of the rope. It should annotate use, terrain, weather, application, number of falls, dates, and so on. This is a safety record and should be referred to (see Appendix H for a reproducible copy of this form). DA Form 5752-R is authorized for local reproduction on 8 1/2 x 11 inch paper. 
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Figure 2-3. Example of completed DA Form 5752-R (Front).
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(2) The rope should be inspected daily--before, during, and after use. The ends should be fused, whipped, or taped to prevent unraveling. Ropes should be color coded or marked to identify its use (leader climbing rope, rope installation, or rappelling rope). Rope should be kept away from oils, acids, solvents, and corrosives that can harm synthetic fibers. The entire length should be inspected for burns, cuts, frays, dirt, and damage. On a laid rope, if one of the three strands is cut or deeply frayed (one-third or more of the strand's diameter), the rope is unsafe for use.

(3) With kernmantle rope, the outer sheath should be inspected for cuts, burns, and frays; if worn through (with or without damage to the internal core), the rope is not used. If the sheath appears serviceable, the core should be examined. This involves pinching the rope's entire length to feel for soft spots to identify internal damage to the core fibers, which should be monitored. As a guide, if the rope can be pinched more than one-third of its original diameter, it should be replaced. To maintain ropes for longer service and safety, they should not be stepped on; should be kept free of dirt, kinks, and knots; and kept away from oils, acids, solvents, and other corrosives. When dirty, they should be washed in lukewarm water with a nondetergent nylon-safe soap and air dried out of the sun; stored in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight (ultraviolet rays weaken synthetic fibers); and loosely stacked in a rope bag or loosely coiled and hung on large round wooden pegs. 

2-8. WEBBING
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Figure 2-3. (Continued) (Back of DA Form 5752-R).




