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HAPPY SPRING!




�





GSA Fleet








If you have any comments or questions please let us know.  Contact us at � HYPERLINK mailto:debbie.rojas@gsa.gov ��debbie.rojas@gsa.gov� and we’ll help any way we can.











Spring storm headed your way?  Find out at the National Weather Service (301) 763-8000 or www.nws.noaa.gov








Rocky Mountain Region





SAFETY ALERT: 





On February 26, 2002, a contract panel specialist working at a refinery in Baton Rouge, Louisiana was burned while working on an open panel that used supply gas for the instrumentation.





He was carrying a Nextel cell phone that was turned on and rang while he was working on the panel.  When he flipped it open to answer the call, a flash fire occurred, causing first and second degree burns to the workers forearms, nose, and cheeks.  The refinery worker was wearing safety glasses, which probably prevented injury to his eyes.





Even though it is common knowledge that electronic devices have been linked as an ignition source in flammable and combustible atmospheres, there appears to be little belief that it really can happen.  A common sight is to watch persons talk on their cellular phone while pumping gasoline with little regard to the potential danger.





To prevent a similar incident, electronic devices must only be used in safe locations or in conjunction with a gas detector.  Do not use any electronic device when working in or near flammable or combustible atmospheres.











GSA Auction Sales for April:  Denver, CO– April 23, Salt Lake City, UT – April 9, West Bountiful, UT – April 20, Billings, MT – April 11.   For more information visit our homepage at http:// www.autoauctions.gsa.gov/








The taxpayers are watching you.  Government employees who drive GSA vehicles should ask themselves – am I using taxpayer money wisely?  This thought includes driving at the speed limit, obeying traffic laws, and getting the best price for service and repairs when needed.  Please take care of your GSA vehicles…. 





TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR RIDE.











HISTORY AND THE AUTOMOBILE:





Bicycle mechanics J. Frank and Charles E. Duryea of Springfield, Massachusetts, had designed the first successful American gasoline automobile in 1893, then won the first American automobile race in 1895, and went on to make the first sale of an American-made gasoline car the next year. Thirty American manufacturers produced 2,500 motor vehicles in 1899, and some 485 companies entered the business in the next decade. In 1908, Henry Ford introduced the Model T and William C. Durant founded General Motors.


			www.historychannel.com





NO, REALLY? Ironically, it was pollution – piles and piles of it deposited by horses- that won many over to the idea of early automobiles.  Newspapers and magazines at the turn of the last century were full of editorials championing horseless vehicles as quieter, cheaper, faster, but most important, cleaner.


		The Motorist – March/April 2002





2002 FREE GSA EXPO:





On May 21-23, GSA will host a FREE Expo at the beautiful San Diego Convention Center in sunny California.





A combined training conference and products expo, GSA Expo 2002 will feature plenty of training, all FREE for Federal and military personnel.  Training courses will feature: GSA Advantage!, both basic and advanced, Performance-Based Statements of Work, Smarter Solutions for Buying Green, and Transportation Audits.  The Expo will showcase the products and services of over 700 commercial companies, all under GSA contract.  The Expo will feature over 100 hours of FREE training.





For details or to register online visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.expo.gsa.gov" ��www.expo.gsa.gov�   Please call us at 303-236-7587 and let us know you’re going!  See you there!























A SAD GOODBYE:





On March 15, 2002, Tim Grause of the Dakota States Team passed away.  Tim had been a member of the GSA Rocky Mountain Family since 1978.





Tim, an attendee of the First Evangelical Free Church and coach of his son’s soccer teams in both Rapid City and Bismarck, loved to watch western movies, camp with his family, and set up event sound systems when called upon.





Tim is survived by his wife of 28 years, Connie and his four children, C.J., Becky, Kristina, and James; his two grandsons, Donovan and Damien; and his parents Paul and Ann Grause of Sioux City, Iowa.





Goodbye Tim, we will all miss the fun times and your loyalty and support at work.





2003 FEDERAL VEHICLE STANDARDS CONFERENCE





Mark your calendars early for the Office of Vehicle Acquisition and Leasing Services, Automotive Center’s 2003 Federal Vehicle Standards Conference.  It will be held May 14-16, 2002 at the Holiday Inn, Rosslyn, VA.





Discussions will be held relating to the 2003 model year vehicles.  We will also have various procurement and engineering workshops.  More details will be provided as they become available.  You may visit our web site at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.fss.gsa/vehicles/buying" ��www.fss.gsa/vehicles/buying�  for the latest update.














