ATSL-SEO  (385)
                                                                                                   7 May 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:  Commanding General’s May Safety Message

1.  Risk management does not stop at the end of the duty day.  Off-duty accidents on the road and at home can result in serious and life altering injuries just as easily as in training or mission activities.  Last month one of our Ordnance soldiers experienced one of these life-altering injuries while maneuvering a mountain bicycle through an obstacle course set up in the front yard of his quarters.  When he attempted to jump the bicycle off of an automobile ramp (12 inches high), he was thrown over the handle bar and landed on his neck.  He suffered a dislocation of the vertebrae in his neck and was totally paralyzed from the neck down.  He has since shown signs of movement in his upper body, but it is questionable whether he will ever regain the use of his legs.  The severity of his injuries will result in the premature end of his military career and will impact on the quality of his and his family's lives forever.     

2.  The month of May and Memorial Day signal the start of summer and warm weather sports and recreational activities.  Participating in these activities for the first time since last summer requires a fresh look at summertime hazards to prevent senseless accidents.  Completing necessary maintenance and repairs on automobiles, lawn mowers, bicycles, boats and reviewing the manufacturer's safe operating procedures for this equipment are key to preventing accidents resulting from equipment failure and operator error.  It is also important to review the natural hazards associated with this season.  Overexposure to the sun, poor hydration, leaving children or pets in automobiles, contact with poisonous plants and insects, improper handling of lawn chemicals or fireworks, and improper out-door cooking and food handling can all contribute to preventable injury or illness that can range from an inconvenience to tragedy.  Risk management, whether on-duty or off-duty, can reduce the frequency and severity of summertime accidents and injuries if you take these hazards seriously and manage your risk.             

3.  Go Ordnance!

                                                                                         //original signed//
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