SUBJECT: AMMUNITION INFORMATION NOTICE (AIN) 104-02; REPORTING 120MM TANK 

AMMUNITION FLAREBACK

1.  AIN 103-02 WAS TRANSMITTED ON 291950Z OCT 03.  

2.  THIS AIN SUPERSEDES AIN 83-01.

3.  REQUEST THIS AIN BE PROVIDED TO ALL USERS OF SUBJECT AMMUNITION
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AND QASAS AND LAR PERSONNEL WHO SUPPORT 120MM TANK UNITS.

4. THE AMMUNITION TANK TEAM AT OSC CONTINUES TO REQUEST REPORTS OF

FLAREBACK.  THE DATA TO SUPPORT TREND ANALYIS AND TO MONITOR THE

PROBLEM OF FLAREBACK IS STILL REQUIRED.  THE SEPARATE CHECKLIST IS

NO LONGER REQUIRED.  REQUEST THAT ALL UNITS WHICH EXPERIENCE FLAREBACK

REPORT THE INCIDENT IAW AR 75-1 USING DA FORM 4379.  ALL INSTANCES OF

FLAREBACK, WHETHER OR NOT DETERMINED TO BE A RESULT OF WEAPON

DEFICIENCY, MUST BE REPORTED.

5. FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS REQUIRED TO BE INCLUDED ON DA FORM 4379:

A. AMMUNITION TYPE: BLOCK 2

B. AMMUNITION LOT NUMBER: BLOCK 2

C. UNIT/LOCATION INVOLVED: BLOCK 7
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D. GENERAL WEATHER CONDITIONS TO INCLUDE TEMPERATURE, HUMIDITY, WIND

SPEED AND DIRECTION:  i.e., N-S-W-E, ETC:  BLOCK 16

E. TANK BUMPER/SERIAL NUMBER: BLOCK 14a

F. GUN TUBE SERIAL NUMBER: BLOCK 14a

G. CAM SETTING OF BREECH: BLOCK 14a

H. CREW REPORT OF PROBLEM CONCERNING CHAMBERING OF AMMUNITION, STUCK

BASES, STUCK ROUNDS, UNUSUAL SOUNDS, ACTIONS OF BREECH AND LOADING

TRAY: BLOCK 19

I. COLOR, SIZE, INTENSITY, SOURCE OF FLARE; PRESENCE OF SMOKE; SIGHTING

OF GLOWING/BURNING EMBERS, AND DURATION: BLOCK 9d

J. TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN FIRING OF LAST AND CHAMBERING OF FLAREBACK

ROUND, AND TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN CHAMBERING AND FIRING OF FLAREBACK

ROUND: BLOCK 19
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K. TANK SPEED AND DIRECTION:  i.e., N-S-W-E, ETC: BLOCK 19 

L. GUN TUBE ORIENTATION:  I.E., MUZZLE DIRECTION (N-S-W-E, ETC):

BLOCK 19

M. TURRET OPEN OR CLOSED: BLOCK 19

N. BLOWER MOTORS ON OR OFF: BLOCK 19

O. HALON SYSTEM ACTUATED OR NOT: BLOCK 19

P. TANK CREW COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLISHED PROCEDURES FOR REMOVING STUCK

BASES IF STUCK BASE IS DETERMINED: BLOCK 19

Q. CONDITION OF BORE EVACUATOR:  DATE/PURPOSE OF LAST MAINTENANCE:

PRESENCE, CONDITION, AND COLOR OF SEALS: BLOCK 19

R. NUMBER AND TYPE OF ROUNDS FIRED THIS MISSION; TOTAL NUMBER OF

ROUNDS FIRED SINCE LAST BORE EVACUATOR MAINTENANCE: BLOCK 19
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S. GENERAL CONDITION OF REMAINING REPACKED AMMUNITION WHICH MAY

INDICATE CONDITION OF ROUND WHICH EXPERIENCED FLAREBACK, PRESENCE OF

MOISTURE IN STOWAGE RACK: BLOCK 19

T. STOWED RACK POSITION OF ROUND THAT EXPERIENCED FLAREBACK: BLOCK 19

U. TIME AND DATE OF FLAREBACK: BLOCK 8a AND 8b.

6. FORWARD COMPLETED FORMS IAW AR 75-1 TO COMMANDER, OSC, ATTN:

AMSOS-PBS, ROCK ISLAND, IL 61299-5500 (EMAIL ADDRESS:

AMSOS-PBS@OSC.ARMY.MIL) AND PROVIDE INFO COPIES TO COMMANDER, OSC,

ATTTN: AMSOS-PRT, ROCK ISLAND, IL 61299-5500 (EMAIL ADDRESS:

AMSOS-PRT@OSC.ARMY.MIL).

7. REQUEST INSTALLATIONS RETAIN CASE BASES AND OTHER RESIDUE WHICH CAN

BE IDENTIFIED AS HAVING BEEN INVOLVED IN FLAREBACK FOR 30 DAYS, PENDING
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WORD FROM THIS HQ.   IN ADDITION, REQUEST ONE OTHER CASE BASE FROM SAME

AMMUNITION LOT AND PREFERABLY FROM SAME TANK BE RETAINED FOR COMPARISON

PURPOSES.

8. POINT OF CONTACT IS MS. JENNIFER ZINK, AMSOS-PBS, DSN 793-7552,

(309) 782-7552, EMAIL ZINKJ@OSC.ARMY.MIL.

9. THIS AIN EXPIRES 31 OCT 03 UNLESS OTHERWISE RESCINDED OR SUPERSEDED.

BT

#0225

