SUBJECT: AMMUNITION INFORMATION NOTICE (AIN) 79-04 PROCEDURES FOR REMOVAL OF ARTILLERY ROUNDS FROM TUBES PRIOR TO FIRING

1. AIN 78-04 WAS TRANSMITTED 081411Z SEP 04.

2. THIS AIN SUPERSEDES AIN 80-03.

3.  IN A TRAINING INCIDENT, AN ARTILLERY CREW FIRING AN M109A5 155MM HOWITZER MISTAKENLY LOADED AND RAMMED AN M825 155MM WP PROJECTILE RATHER THAN AN M110 155MM WP PROJECTILE WHICH WAS THE ROUND THEY HAD INTENDED TO FIRE.  PRIOR TO FIRING THE ROUND, THE CREW DISCOVERED THE ERROR AND ATTEMPTED TO PUNCH THE M825 PROJECTILE BACK OUT OF THE TUBE WITH A RAMMING STAFF. WHEN EFFORTS TO DISLODGE THE ROUND WERE UNSUCCESSFUL, THE UNIT ATTEMPTED TO FIRE THE LOADED PROJECTILE. WHEN THE ROUND WAS FIRED, IT FUNCTIONED 2.3 SECONDS AFTER LEAVING THE TUBE, AT AN APPROXIMATE DOWNRANGE DISTANCE OF 1000 METERS. (THE M577 MTSQ FUZE ASSEMBLED TO THE ROUND HAD BEEN SET FOR SUPERQUICK FUNCTIONING, AND THE INTENDED RANGE HAD BEEN 6090 METERS.)  APPARENTLY, THE CREW'S ATTEMPTS TO REMOVE THE PROJECTILE FROM THE TUBE HAD COMPROMISED THE FUNCTIONING OF THE FUZE, RESULTING IN THIS PREMATURE DETONATION.

4. AUTHORIZED PROCEDURES REQUIRE ARTILLERY ROUNDS AND FUZES WHICH  HAVE BEEN RAMMED AND SUBSEQUENTLY EXTRACTED FROM THE TUBE PRIOR TO  FIRING TO BE SET ASIDE FOR DEMILITARIZATION OR DESTRUCTION, WITH NO ATTEMPT MADE TO RE-CHAMBER AND FIRE THE ROUND.  IF, AS IN THIS CASE, ATTEMPTS TO REMOVE THE RAMMED ROUND FROM THE TUBE ARE UNSUCCESSFUL, PROCEDURES REQUIRE THAT THE CREW NOT ATTEMPT TO FIRE THE ROUND, BUT THAT EOD PERSONNEL BE CONTACTED TO REMOVE THE ROUND FROM THE WEAPON.  ATTEMPTS TO FIRE PREVIOUSLY-RAMMED ROUNDS, OR ROUNDS WHICH CREWS  HAVE UNSUCCESSFULLY ATTEMPTED TO REMOVE FROM WEAPONS AFTER LOADING, MAY RESULT IN CATASTROPHIC MALFUNCTIONS.  CREWS ARE REFERRED TO THE OPERATOR'S MANUAL FOR INDIVIDUAL WEAPON SYSTEMS FOR MORE SPECIFIC GUIDANCE.     

5. REQUEST WIDEST DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION TO UNITS FIRING ARTILLERY ROUNDS.   

6. POINT OF CONTACT IS MR. GARY ZINK, SFSJM-QAS, gary.zink@us.army.mil, DSN 793-7571, COMMERCIAL 309-782-7571.

7. THIS AIN EXPIRES 30 SEP 2005, UNLESS OTHERWISE RESCINDED OR SUPERSEDED.

//SIGNED//

DOUGLAS M. MADDOX

CHIEF, AMMUNITION SURVEILLANCE DIVISION      MINIMIZED CONSIDERED 

