ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY CONCERNS

1.  As with all aspects of military training the summer season brings with it addition safety concerns.  The following are areas to be considered during the execution of your prevention efforts.


a.  Recreation Safety: Plan to educate the local population on the hazards associated with the available recreational resources near your installation.  Your education plan may include areas such as swimming, camping, cook outs, water skiing, sports activities, Biking, and boating to name a few.  Enlist the help of your Public Affairs Office to get the word out.  Provide the leaders and supervisors of your installation the most current information available on the condition of nearby recreation facilities.


b.  Training Areas and Facilities: With the arrival of spring and its high winds, it is time to begin inspecting your training areas and facilities.  A visual inspection of Bivouac sites will identify damaged tree branches that may pose a hazard to training soldiers if not removed.  Covered training sites and bleachers should be inspected and repaired to prevent soldier injuries.  Enlist the help of unit leaders and Cadre to identify hazards in the training environment and report them to your office for correction.  Pay special attention to shelters designated as Lightning Protection Areas (LPA).  If designated as an LPA, ensure proper grounding and insulators are installed to meet classification standards.


c.  Poisonous/Venomous Reptiles and Insects: The importance of education your soldiers on the hazards associated with indigenous species can not be overstated.  Your Installation Environmental Office can provide you with the information and assistance in educating the local population.  In areas with known high incidents of exposure, medical personnel should be contacted for information on available medical treatment.


d.  Use of Wet Bulb Globe Temperature (WBGT) Index: The WBGT is the accepted means of determining the affects of summer weather on the body.  Promote the use of the WBGT by all organization on your installation.  Preventing injuries due to heat stroke/heat stress should be part of your Summer Safety Program.  TB MED 507 contains the standards for use of the WBGT.  

TRADOC WHERE TOMORROW'S VICTORIES BEGIN!

