TRADOC SAFETY’S GUIDANCE ON 15 PASSENGER VAN SAFETY ISSUE

1.  A recent cautionary warning from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) identified the danger of rollover 15-passenger vans under certain conditions.  The advisory notes that a recent NHTSA study revealed that 15-passenger vans have a rollover risk similar to other light trucks when carrying a few passengers.  However the risk of rollover increases as the number of occupants increases from fewer than five to over ten passengers.  Loading the 15-passenger van causes the center of gravity to shift rearward and upward, increasing the likelihood of rollover.  The shift in the center of gravity also increases the potential for loss of control in panic maneuvers. 

2.  There is no special training or license required to operate a 15 passenger van however, commanders must ensure operators meet all the criteria for operation of a government motor vehicle; a current state driver's license and completion of an Army approved accident avoidance training program within the past 4 years.  In addition, commanders should select only experienced drivers to operate this vehicle and all 15-passenger van drivers will be informed of the rollover potential.

3.  To reduce the risk of rollover, commanders must ensure drivers conduct a through pre-operation check of the vehicle with specific attention to the condition and proper inflation of tires, distribution of cargo and passengers, and serviceability of the vehicles mechanical components.  The driver and all passengers will wear a seat belt whenever the vehicle is in motion.  Route selection, planned rest stops, and a well-rested driver can further reduce accident risk and should be considered during the risk assessment process.

4.  There is no indication that the subject van is unsafe when loaded and operated properly but commanders must ensure this information is passed-on to drivers.

