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POV SAFETY
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Fire-Police-Medical

For Emergency Dial

911

Signal Branch Safety Office & Directorate of Public Safety

29717 B Street

Fort Gordon, GA. 30905

706 791-7233 

In 2000, 43,000 Americans were killed on our nation’s roadways, an average of one death every 13 minutes of every day. Privately owned vehicle accidents remain the major killer of soldiers.


To avoid accidents, we must apply the same risk management standard (an informed decision at the appropriate level) to our travel preparations as we do to our on-duty missions. Most accidents are preventable.  To reduce the risk of being involved in an accident, take steps to ensure your safety and the safety of your loved ones. Identify hazards and take appropriate action to eliminate or reduce potential accident sources.  
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Before you begin a trip get proper rest.  Drive defensively, the other person’s mistake will kill you as quickly as your own. Review your unit’s POV safety program.  Leaders, prior to personnel departing on leave or pass, discuss trip planning and driving hazards such as vehicle deficiencies, road conditions, adverse weather, fatigue, drinking and driving and implement effective controls to reduce risks. Ensure unit pre-trip vehicle checklists have been completed. “ Use seatbelts-- buckle up, no exceptions, no excuses”; ensure that all vehicle occupants are buckled up before each and every trip.


Information contained in this handbook was found at the Army Safety Center, National Safety Council and various other Internet sites.
If you would like an electronic copy contact Mr. Walker DSN 780-4643 or walkerw@gordon.army.mil, the file is in WinWord so installations and units may add or change to meet your needs. 
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Motor Vehicle Safety. Driving is the most dangerous task we conduct on a daily basis.  Major causes contributing to the accidents include: Speed, Fatigue, & Alcohol. 

Expect the Unexpected: 
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Keep an eye on other drivers, even when you have the right-of-way.

· If in doubt, yield.  Don’t gamble that other drivers will.

· When behind the wheel, give driving your FULL attention.

· Allow enough distance between cars for adequate time to act.

· Road rage is a serious problem.  To help avoid it, be courteous.

· Wear Seatbelts.

· Long distance POV travel poses special threats

·  Keep daily driving distances realistic

·  Plan rest breaks every two hours & take them

·  Depart early to preclude nighttime driving

·  Assure adequate rest before departure

·  Pre-inspect vehicles, emphasize tires, brakes, & visibility

· [image: image6.png]


 Adjust speed for road & weather conditions

·  Avoid alcohol and impairing medications

· Adjust speed for conditions

· Don’t follow too close

· Maintain your vehicle

· Avoid use cellular phone while driving.

Seatbelts:

Seatbelts prevent deaths in 42% of all potentially fatal crashes.  Add an air bag to the buckled seatbelt and you increase your odds of surviving the crash to 47%

· "Buckle up - no exceptions, no excuses"; ensure that all vehicle occupants are buckled up before each and every trip.

· It’s the law . . . 

· Failure to buckle up contributes to more fatalities than any other single traffic safety-related behavior.

Child Safety Seats:

Read the manufacturers instructions carefully for use and installation.

Maximum protection involves a three-step process:
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The restraint used must be right for the size and age of the child.

· The child must be snugly and correctly harnessed into the restraint.

· And the restraint must be tightly and correctly installed in the vehicle in the safest possible location.

Where/Why Most Accidents Occur:
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· Most accidents occur within 25 miles of where we live and work.  

· We become very familiar with the roads, streets and byways that we travel everyday, we become complacent.

· Our mind has a tendency to wander to daily problems and not on the task of driving.

· The result - we do not see or are not aware of the dangers that suddenly appear.
· We attend parties, do our drinking and socializing within the 25-mile radius. 

(    While on trips always drive defensively?  We may not be in our 25-mile radius, but we are in someone else’s.

Drive Defensively:

More than 43,000 people lose their lives in motor vehicle crashes each year and two million more suffer disabling injuries, according to the National Safety Council. The triple threat of high speeds, impaired or careless driving and not using occupant restraints threatens every driver -- regardless of how careful or how skilled. 

Driving defensively means not only taking responsibility for yourself and your actions but also keeping an eye on "the other guy." The National Safety Council suggests the following guidelines to help reduce your risks on the road:

· Don't start the engine without securing each passenger in the car, including children and pets. Safety belts save thousands of lives each year! 

· Remember that driving too fast or too slow can increase the likelihood of collisions. 

· Don't kid yourself. If you plan to drink, designate a driver who won't drink. Alcohol is a factor in almost half of all fatal motor vehicle crashes. 

· Be alert! If you notice that a car is straddling the center line, weaving, making wide turns, stopping abruptly or responding slowly to traffic signals, the driver may be impaired. 

· Avoid an impaired driver by turning right at the nearest corner or exiting at the nearest exit. If it appears that an oncoming car is crossing into your lane, pull over to the roadside, sound the horn and flash your lights. 

· [image: image9.wmf]Notify the police immediately after seeing a motorist who is driving suspiciously. 

· Follow the rules of the road. Don't contest the "right of way" or try to race another car during a merge. Be respectful of other motorists. 

· While driving, be cautious, aware and responsible. 

Driver Fatigue

Fatigue on the road can be a killer and it happens frequently on long drives especially long night drives. Signs of fatigue include back tension, burning eyes, shallow breathing, inattentiveness, and any kind of erratic driving, such as drifting, abnormal speed, tailgating, or failure to obey traffic signs. 

[image: image10.emf]One cause of fatigue is alcohol consumption. Alcohol is a depressant, and a driver doesn't have to be drunk to fall asleep at the wheel. Even one drink can be enough to induce fatigue. 

Another culprit is the nature of modern highway driving. Most car interiors have comfortable, cushioned seats in quiet, carpeted, temperature-regulated environments. Many vehicles have "cruise control." Most major roads have been engineered to eliminate sharp curves, hills and bumps. Ironically, these designs for comfort contribute to falling asleep at the wheel. 

Additionally, dull landscapes, the droning of tires and engines, and the repetitive patterns of oncoming headlights, trees, poles and highway center lines can lead to a dangerous, trance-like state known as "highway hypnosis," which deadens drivers' senses and slows their reaction time. 

Fatigue behind the wheel is a very real danger, even if you've never experienced it firsthand. The National Safety Council offers these tips for staying awake while you're driving:

· An obvious cause of fatigue is lack of sleep. If you haven't received seven or eight hours of sleep the night before a trip, you're courting fatigue. Get enough rest. And don't start a trip late in the day. Long-distance driving is hard work, and you need to be fresh and alert. 

· If possible, don't drive alone. Passengers can take turns driving and also serve as conversation partners to keep you awake. 

· Avoid long drives at night. The glare of lights, both on your dashboard and outside your car, increases the danger of highway hypnosis. 

· Adjust your car's environment so that it helps keep you awake and alert. Keep the temperature cool, with open windows or air conditioning in the summer and frugal amounts of heat in the winter. Turn the radio volume up, and switch stations frequently, but avoid soft, sleep-inducing music. Do not use cruise control; keep your body involved with the driving. 

· [image: image11.emf]Watch your posture. Drive with your head up and your shoulders back. Tuck your buttocks against the seat back. Legs should not be fully extended, but flexed at about a 45-degree angle. 

· Take frequent breaks. At least every two hours, stop at a gas station, restaurant or rest stop. Get out of the car, walk around, even jog or do calisthenics. Exercise fights fatigue. 

· In addition to exercise breaks, stop for light meals and snacks. Avoid alcohol entirely. 

· Don't allow your eyes to become fatigued or hypnotized. Wear sunglasses to fight glare (but never wear sunglasses at night). 

· Break the monotony. Turn the radio on for a while, then off. Chew gum. Stretch your legs slap your thighs. Talk to yourself. Sing. Keep your eyes moving. 

· If anti-fatigue measures fail, and you start noticing the danger signs of fatigue, then there is only one solution. Sleep. If no motels or rest areas are in sight, pull off the road in a safe area, which is well lit, and take a nap. Even 20 minutes of sleep might refresh you enough to keep going until you reach a safe rest area. 


Safe driving demands your full attention. If you feel your eyelids getting heavy, then your next actions may not simply determine whether you'll stay awake. They might determine whether you will stay alive. 

Driving In the Rain

[image: image12.emf]
Losing control of your car on wet pavement is a frightening experience. Unfortunately, it can happen unless you take preventive measures. 

You can prevent skids by driving slowly and carefully, especially on curves. Steer and brake with a light touch. When you need to stop or slow, do not brake hard or lock the wheels and risk a skid. Maintain mild pressure on the brake pedal.

If you do find yourself in a skid, remain calm, ease your foot off the gas, and carefully steer in the direction you want the front of the car to go. For cars without anti-lock brakes, avoid using your brakes. This procedure, known as "steering into the skid," will bring the back end of your car in line with the front. If your car has ABS, brake firmly as you "steer into the skid." 

· While skids on wet pavement may be frightening, hydroplaning is completely nerve-wracking. Hydroplaning happens when the water in front of your tires builds up faster than your car's weight can push it out of the way. The water pressure causes your car to rise up and slide on a thin layer of water between your tires and the road. At this point, your car can be completely out of contact with the road, and you are in danger of skidding or drifting out of your lane, or even off the road. 

· To avoid hydroplaning, keep your tires properly inflated, maintain good tread on your tires and replace them when necessary, slow down when roads are wet, and stay away from puddles. Try to drive in the tire tracks left by the cars in front of you. 

· If you find yourself hydroplaning, do not brake or turn suddenly. This could throw your car into a skid. Ease your foot off the gas until the car slows and you can feel the road again. If you need to brake, do it gently with light pumping actions. If your car has anti-lock brakes, then brake normally; the car's computer will mimic a pumping action, when necessary. 

· A defensive driver adjusts his or her speed to the wet road conditions in time to avoid having to use any of these measures! 

Driving At Night

Traffic death rates are three times greater at night than during the day, according to the National Safety Council. Yet many of us are unaware of night driving special hazards or don't know effective ways to deal with them. 

Driving at night is more of a challenge than many people think. It's also more dangerous.  Why is night driving so dangerous? One obvious answer is darkness. Ninety percent of a driver's reaction depends on vision, and vision is severely limited at night. Depth perception, color recognition, and peripheral vision are compromised after sundown. 

Older drivers have even greater difficulties seeing at night. A 50-year-old driver may need twice as much light to see as well as a 30-year old. 

Another factor adding danger to night driving is fatigue. Drowsiness makes driving more difficult by dulling concentration and slowing reaction time. 

Alcohol is a leading factor in fatal traffic crashes, playing a part in about half of all motor vehicle-related deaths. That makes weekend nights more dangerous. More fatal crashes take place on weekend nights than at any other time in the week. 

Fortunately, you can take several effective measures to minimize these after-dark dangers by preparing your car and following special guidelines while you drive. 

The National Safety Council recommends these steps:

· Prepare your car for night driving. Clean headlights, taillights, signal lights and windows (inside and out) once a week, more often if necessary. 

· Have your headlights properly aimed. Misaimed headlights blind other drivers and reduce your ability to see the road. 

· Don't drink and drive. Not only does alcohol severely impair your driving ability; it also acts as a depressant. Just one drink can induce fatigue. 

· [image: image13.emf]Avoid smoking when you drive. Smoke's nicotine and carbon monoxide hamper night vision. 

· If there is any doubt, turn your headlights on. Lights will not help you see better in early twilight, but they'll make it easier for other drivers to see you. Being seen is as important as seeing. 

· Reduce your speed and increase your following distances. It is more difficult to judge other vehicle's speeds and distances at night. 

· Don't overdrive your headlights. You should be able to stop inside the illuminated area. If you're not, you are creating a blind crash area in front of your vehicle. 

· When following another vehicle, keep your headlights on low beams so you don't blind the driver ahead of you. 

· If an oncoming vehicle doesn't lower beams from high to low, avoid glare by watching the right edge of the road and using it as a steering guide. 

· Make frequent stops for light snacks and exercise. If you're too tired to drive, stop and get rest. 

· If you have car trouble, pull off the road as far as possible. Warn approaching traffic at once by setting up flares or reflecting triangles near your vehicle and 300 feet behind it. Turn on flashers and the dome light. Stay off the roadway and get passengers away from the area. 

Observe night driving safety as soon as the sun goes down. Twilight is one of the most difficult times to drive, because your eyes are constantly changing to adapt to the growing darkness.
Drunk Driving:

[image: image14.emf]Every 33 minutes someone dies in an alcohol-related crash. Alcohol-related motor vehicle crashes killed nearly 16,000 people in 1998 alone (latest figures available). Alcohol is a factor in well over 1/3 of all traffic crashes. 

· If you are drinking, do not drive. If you plan to drink, designate a non-drinking driver. 

· Support the strengthening and vigorous enforcement of impaired-driving laws. These laws save lives. 

· Young drivers are at particular risk to be involved in alcohol-related crashes. If there is a young driver in your family, strictly enforce a zero tolerance policy with alcohol. All states have a 21-year-old drinking age law. 

· Your best defense against a drunk driver is wearing your safety belt. 

Young Drivers

In 1999, 3,561 people between the ages of 15 and 20 were killed in motor vehicle crashes - the leading cause of death for this age group. And although young drivers represent only 6.8% of the nation's licensed drivers, they are involved in 15% of fatal crashes. The National Safety Council urges all parents to familiarize themselves with the risks associated with young, inexperienced drivers. 

Facts to Know: 

· Traffic crashes are the number one cause of death among children and young adults. 

· More than 3,500 young people age 15-20 are killed every year in traffic crashes. More than 362,000 youth are injured. 

· Young drivers are involved in fatal traffic crashes at over twice the rate as the rest of the population. 

· Exceeding the posted speed limit or driving at an unsafe speed is the most common error in fatal accidents. 

· About 29% of crashes killing young people involve alcohol. 

· Almost 1,000 young adults lose their lives every year in crashes because of an impaired driver...Be it themselves, or someone else. 

· It is illegal in every state for a person under 21 to buy and/or publicly possess alcoholic beverages. 

· 49 states and Washington, D.C. have zero tolerance laws. It is illegal for a minor (under 21) to purchase alcohol, so no amount of alcohol should be allowed in an underage driver. 

· Zero tolerance laws are typically set between .00 and .02 per se as opposed to .08 or .10 for drivers 21 and older. Per se means that regardless of outward signs of intoxication, the amount of alcohol detected in the driver determines legal intoxication. 


Graduated Licensing Saves Lives: 

· Since inexperience is a leading factor in traffic crashes involving youth, graduated licensing makes good sense. This licensing system ensures that young drivers accumulate driving experience under controlled circumstances. 

· Graduated licensing includes three steps: Learner, Provisional (Intermediate), and Full Licensure. Each of these steps includes certain restrictions tied to the permit. Restrictions address things such as: the use of alcohol (zero tolerance), nighttime driving, all occupants must wear safety belts, permit holder must remain crash and conviction free for a certain amount of time, etc.

· Currently, 39 states and the District of Columbia have implemented graduated driver licensing. 

FOG HAZARD:

[image: image15.emf]One of the greatest hazards we must face as drivers is the possibility of dense morning fog.  Following a few simple precautions will enable us to get to our destination safely.

· Before you leave home check the weather forecast for road conditions.

· Clean headlights and clear all windows of fog.

· Buckle up at all times.  Properly secure small children in child restraints.

· In reduced visibility slow your vehicle speed to ensure proper reaction time for possible roadway hazards.

· Remember the posted speed is not always the safest. Reduce speed when required. 

· Use your headlights, low beam, during periods of fog or overcast conditions.

· Always increase the distance between you and the vehicle ahead to allow for safe stopping distance.   

· Check your defroster and windshield wipers to ensure they operate properly.

· Stay alert for pedestrians and troop formations.  If in doubt of safely passing a formation, motorist will stop and await directions from the person in charge of the formation.

Brake Failure:

Having your brakes fail while you are driving is a dangerous and horrifying experience, especially when you are traveling on an interstate highway or other high-speed roadway. The National Safety Council has these tips for coping with brake failure: 

· At the first sign of trouble, try not to panic. Instead, work your vehicle into the right lane and then toward the shoulder or, if possible, toward an exit. If it is necessary to change lanes, do so smoothly and carefully, watching your mirrors and the traffic around you very closely. 
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Remember to use your directional signal to indicate your intentions to other drivers. When you reach the right lane turn on your emergency hazard lights. 

· Let the car slow down gradually by taking your foot off the gas pedal. Simply steer as your vehicle slows and shift the car into a lower gear to let the engine help slow the car. 

· Once off the traveled roadway, shift into neutral and gradually apply the hand brake until the vehicle stops. If that brake has also failed, direct the car onto a soft shoulder or rub the wheel against a curb, which will help you to slow down. Get the car off the roadway and to a safe place to avoid stopping traffic or being involved in a rear-end collision. 

· When safely off the road, put out flares, warning flags or reflective triangles beside and behind your vehicle to alert other drivers; keep your emergency flashers going. 

· You will need professional assistance. Raise your hood and tie something white to the radio antenna or hang it out the window so police officers or tow truck operators will know you need help. Don't stand behind or next to your vehicle; if possible stay away from the vehicle and wait for help to arrive. 

· All interstate highways and major roads are patrolled regularly. Also, some highways have special "call-for-help" phones and, of course, if you have a CB radio or cellular mobile phone you can call from your vehicle. 

· It is inadvisable to walk on an interstate. However, if you can see a source of help and are able to reach it on foot, try the direct approach by walking but keep as far from traffic as possible. 

· A final caution: Do not be tempted to drive your vehicle, no matter how slowly, without brakes! Call for help to get your disabled vehicle towed and then have the brakes repaired by a qualified mechanic. 

What to do if you have a Blowout on a High-Speed Highway:

Having a flat tire when driving is always a problem. But experiencing a flat or blowout while traveling on an interstate highway or other high-speed roadway can present special dangers. The National Safety Council offers these tips for coping with tire trouble: 

At the first sign of tire trouble, grip the steering wheel firmly. 

· Don't slam on the brakes. 

· Let the car slow down gradually by taking your foot off the gas pedal. 

· Work your vehicle toward the breakdown lane or, if possible, toward an exit. 

· If it is necessary to change lanes, signal your intentions to drivers behind and do so smoothly and carefully, watching your mirrors and the traffic around you very closely. 

· Steer as your vehicle slows down. It is better to roll the car off the roadway (when you have slowed to 30 miles per hour) and into a safe place than it is to stop in traffic and risk a rear-end or side collision from other vehicles. 

· When all four wheels are off the pavement -- brake lightly and cautiously until you stop. 

· Turn your emergency flashers on. 

· It's important to have the car well off the pavement and away from traffic before stopping, even if proceeding to a place of safety means rolling along slowly with the bad tire flapping. You can drive on a flat if you take it easy and avoid sudden moves. Don't worry about damaging the tire. It is probably ruined anyway. 

· Once off the road, put out flares, warning flags or reflectorized triangles behind your vehicle to alert other drivers. Keep your emergency flashers on. If you know how to change a tire, have the equipment and can do it safely without being near traffic, change the tire as you normally would. 

· Remember that being safe must take precedence over your schedule or whatever other concerns you may have. Changing a tire with traffic whizzing past can be nerve-wracking at best and dangerous at worst. Therefore, it may be best to get professional help if you have a tire problem or other breakdown on a multi-lane highway. 

· Raise your hood and tie something white to the radio antenna or hang it out a window so police officers or tow truck operators will know that you need help. 

· Don't stand behind or next to your vehicle. If possible, stand away from the vehicle and wait for help to arrive. 

· All interstate highways and major roads are patrolled regularly. Also, some highways have special "call-for-help" phones. If you have a cell phone you can call right from the roadside. It is inadvisable to walk on a multi-lane highway. However, if you can see a source of help and are able to reach it on foot, try the direct approach by walking but keeping as far from traffic as possible. 

These are the most important things to remember when dealing with a flat tire on the highway: 

· Don't stop in traffic. 

· Get your vehicle completely away from the roadway before attempting to change a tire. 

· Tackle changing a tire only if you can do so without placing yourself in danger. 

· Finally, the Council recommends that you have a qualified mechanic check your vehicle after having a flat tire to be sure there is no residual damage from the bad tire or the aftermath of the flat. 
Winter Driving, are You Ready?      

Winter driving can be inconvenient, annoying, even infuriating. But you can offset those aggravations and minimize the special risks of winter driving.  The main thing is to give yourself plenty of time to get to where you are going.  Visibility is another big hazard of winter driving. In heavy snow, keep you lights on. Stop and clean your windshield and lights if necessary. Get off the road before worsening weather conditions strands you.

Getting started:

Here are some routine precautions to help you avoid starting problems:

· Get an engine tune-up in the fall. 

· Switch to winter-weight oil if you aren't already using all-season oil. 

· Be sure all lights are in good working order. 

· Have the brakes adjusted. 

· Battery and voltage regulator should be checked. 

· Make sure battery connections are good. 

· If the battery terminal posts seem to be building up a layer of corrosion, clean them with a paste of baking soda and water. Let it foam, and then rinse with water. Apply a thin film of petroleum jelly to the terminal posts to prevent corrosion, and reconnect. 

· Be sure all fluids are at proper levels.

· Antifreeze should not only be strong enough to prevent freezing, but fresh enough to prevent rust.

· Make sure wiper blades are cleaning properly.  Consider changing to winter wiper blades, which are made for driving in snow.  They are covered with a rubber boot to keep moisture away from working parts of the blade.

· Don't idle a cold vehicle's engine for along time to warm it up - it could harm the engine. The right way to warm up a vehicle is to drive it. 

Equipment and supplies:

Here's what you'll want to have on hand, especially in an emergency:


· Snow shovel. 

· Scraper with a brush on one end.

· Tow chain or strap. 

· Tire chains. 

· Flashlight (with extra batteries)

· Abrasive material (cat litter, sand, salt, or traction mats). 

· Jumper cables. 

· Warning device (flares or reflective triangles). 

· Brightly colored cloth to signal for help. 

· Empty coffee or similar type can containing candles, matches (in a watertight container) or a lighter, high-energy food (dried fruit, for example). 

COFFEE CAN SURVIVAL KIT:
Here's how to make your own:

· 2 or 3 pound coffee can (punch 3 holes at the top of can, equal distance apart) 

· 60-inch length of twine or heavy string (cut into 3 equal pieces - used to suspend can) 

· 3 large safety pins (tie string to safety pins and pin to car roof interior to suspend can over candle) 

· 1 candle 2" diameter (place on lid under suspended can for melting snow) 

· 1 pocket knife, reasonably sharp (or substitute with scissors) 

· 3 pieces of bright cloth 2" wide x 36" long (tie to antenna or door handle) 

· Several packets of soup, hot chocolate, tea, bouillon cubes, etc. (mixed into melted snow to provide warmth and nutrition) 

· 1 small package of peanuts (provides protein) & fruit-flavored candy (orange slices, jelly beans, etc.-avoid chocolate) 

· 1 pair of athletic socks (cotton) and 1 pair of glove liners (cotton) 

· 2 packages of book matches 

· 1 sun shield blanket or 2 large green or black plastic leaf bags (to reflect body heat) 

· 1 pen light and batteries (keep separate)

When complete, place stocking cap over kit and carry in passenger compartment of car. If you have a 3-pound can, you will still have additional room for Band-Aids, aspirin, small radio, etc. If there is still room left, increase the quantity of any of the above items or improvise items you feel might be necessary. 

· Sleeping bags or blankets, ski caps, and mittens. 

· First aid supplies. 

· Compass.

Remember hypothermia (rapid loss of body temperature) can happen to anyone! 

Stay in your car until help arrives!

Getting Unstuck:

If you should find yourself stuck, here's what to do:


Turn your wheels from side to side a few times to push snow out of the way. Keep a light touch on the gas, and ease forward. Don't spin you wheels - you'll just dig in deeper. Rocking the vehicle is another way to get unstuck. (Check your owner's manual first - it can damage the transmission on some vehicles.) Shift from forward to reverse, and back again. Each time you're in gear, give a light touch on the gas until the vehicle gets going. Front-wheel drive vehicles, snow tires should be on the front - the driving axle - for better traction in mud or snow. 

If You Get Stranded:

You may feel helpless, stuck in the snow in a lonely place - but there are things you can do to survive until help reaches you. 

· Stay in the vehicle. 

· Don't wander and get lost or frostbitten. 

· Run the engine for heat about once every hour or every half-hour in severe cold. 

· Clean snow from around the end of the tail pipe to prevent carbon monoxide buildup. 

· For extra heat, burn a candle inside a coffee can - but don't set the can on fabric. 

· Make sure the vehicle is NOT air tight, by opening a window a little. 

· Clear outside heater vents. That's the grill under the windshield. 

· Avoid alcohol. It lowers body temperature and will cause you to become drowsy. 

· Leave one window cracked open. 

· Freezing winds and driving, wet snow can quickly seal a vehicle. 

· Signal to other motorists that you're stranded by using flares or flashlights, or by tying a piece of brightly colored cloth to the radio antenna. 

Winter Driving:

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=DMV Driver's Manual"Winter is the most difficult driving season. Not only do you have snow and ice to deal with, but there are fewer hours of daylight as well.

· Before winter weather arrives, make sure your vehicle is in good condition, especially the tires. 

· Make sure you've got good snow tires, and put them on early.  Try not to get caught without them in the first snowfall. Never combine radial and non-radial tires on the same vehicle. On front-wheel drive cars, it's best to put snow tires or "all-season" tires on all four wheels, not just the front.  
· If you must drive, clear the ice and snow from your vehicle, all windows and windshield wipers. Be sure the windshield washer reservoir is adequately filled with a freeze-resistant cleaning solution.
· Plan Your Route

1. Be familiar with the maps/directions to avoid confusion 

2. Check the weather reports and adjust starting time 

3. Let others know how you are coming and when you'll arrive

· Always fill the gasoline tank before entering open country, even for a short distance, and stop to fill-up long before the tank begins to run low. Keeping the gas tank as full as possible will minimize condensation, providing the maximum advantage in case of trouble. 

· A Citizens Band (CB) radio and/or cellular phone can be very useful to you or another stranded motorist in case of an emergency.  Remember; pull of the road to talk on a cellular phone.

Drive slowly. Even if your vehicle has good traction in ice and snow, other drivers will be traveling cautiously. Don't disrupt the flow of traffic by driving faster than everyone else. Remember how far it takes to bring your car to a stop on dry pavement? In winter conditions, allow at least 3 times that distance to reach a full stop and avoid skidding. This means your safe distance behind the car in front of your should be 3 times as far. And you must begin braking 3 times as far away from the stoplight or corner where you turn.  In a rear-wheel drive vehicle, you can usually feel a loss of traction or the beginning of a skid. There may be no such warning in a front-wheel drive, however. Front-wheel drives do handle better in ice and snow, but they do not have flawless traction, and skids can occur unexpectedly. Don't let the better feel and handling of a front-wheel drive car cause you to drive faster than you should.


Despite a popular misconception, the best approach to recovering from a skid is the same for the front and rear-wheel drive vehicles. If your rear wheels start to skid:

· Turn the steering wheel in the direction you want the front wheels to go. If your rear wheels are sliding left, steer left. If they're sliding right, steer right. 

· If your rear wheels start sliding the other way as you recover, ease the steering wheel toward that side. You might have to steer left and right a few times to get your vehicle completely under control. 

· If your car has an anti-lock braking system (ABS), keep your foot on the pedal. If not, pump the pedal gently, pumping more rapidly as your car slows down. Braking hard with non-anti-lock brakes will make the skid worse.

If your front wheels skid:

· Take your foot off the gas and shift to neutral, but don't try to steer immediately. 

· As the wheels skid sideways, they will slow the vehicle and traction will return. As it does, steer in the direction you want to go. Then put the transmission in "drive" or release the clutch, and accelerate gently.

To avoid skids, brake carefully and gently on snow or ice. "Squeeze" your brakes in slow, steady strokes.  If your vehicle has anti-lock brakes do not pump the brakes, apply a steady pressure.  Allow the wheels to keep rolling. If they start to lock up, ease off the brake pedal. As you slow down, you may also want to shift into a lower gear.
When sleet, freezing rain or snow starts to fall, remember that bridges, ramps, and overpasses are likely to freeze first. Also be aware that slippery spots may still remain after road crews have cleared the highways.

ICE:

Expect icy conditions any time the outside air temperature reaches 40 degrees F or lower. Although water freezes at 32 degrees F, road surface can freeze when the air temperature drops to 40 degrees or less. An important place to watch for this condition is on bridges. Bridge surfaces are exposed to the wind and cool off faster than the rest of the road. You should also prepare for icy conditions on roads through shaded areas where a cold wind can freeze a wet road surface.

WHITE ICE:


Snow that has been compacted during the day and has slightly melted will freeze at night. Usually this white ice can be seen on the road. When traveling on white ice, drive very slowly. If you cannot find a place to park until conditions improve, install tire chains for better traction.

BLACK ICE:

Black ice, clear water that has frozen on black pavement, usually forms below overpasses, on bridges, in areas that are surrounded by landscape or on a source of water running across pavement.  Black ice commonly occurs in low, shaded areas and/or when the road surface starts to freeze at night. You usually cannot see or feel this ice until the vehicle is already on it. You may not expect a patch of ice because you've been driving on dry, clear pavement. It may be an area where melting snow or a roadside spring caused water to run onto the road and freeze. If you are not aware that the water has frozen, you could lose control and the vehicle could skid.

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
Winter Maintenance 
Procedures and Driving Advice
With the plows and sanders out on the roadway, motorists are advised to be aware of a few safety tips when they encounter the snow and ice control operations

· Remember that the road in front of the plow is usually in much worse condition than the roadway behind the plow. DOT plows will typically travel at about 25 miles per hour and there is always the temptation to try and pass them. It is difficult for the operator to see vehicles behind the plow until they pull into the adjacent lane to pass and the driver also may have limited visibility due to the blowing snow from the plow blade. It's a good idea to remain well behind the plow until you reach your destination. 

· When trucks are putting sand down on the road, motorists should keep several car-lengths behind at all times. There is always a risk of damage due to the flying sand and the operator may have to stop the sanding to let a vehicle pass, thus leaving a portion of the highway without traction sand on the surface. The spreading system is designed to spray the sand into both lanes. Drivers can see oncoming cars and will attempt to stop sanding when they meet. 

· On many two-lane state highways, drivers may encounter plows with their blades extending slightly into the opposite lane. This is necessary to clear the centerline for safety purposes. Motorists should move to the right portion of their lane to allow the oncoming plow by. The majority of state highway lanes are 12 feet wide and offer sufficient space for most vehicles. 

· In severe conditions, in a major snowstorm or with blowing snow from the plow, motorists may not see the rear lights and flashing beacons on the plow until the very last moment. There have been incidents where motorists have collided with the back of snowplows or sanders when they failed to see the equipment in front of them. Drivers need to slow down during severe weather conditions for their own safety, the safety of the maintenance personnel and other drivers. Remember that the plows will travel only as fast as conditions allow. 

Motorists are reminded that there are many miles of roads and highways to maintain and, under average conditions, some sections of roadway may only receive attention once or twice per day. Drivers need to be alert for changing surface conditions and reduce their speed during the winter months.

Winter driving requires motorists to be extra careful and alert, but the most important tip for winter driving is: Slow down

Winter Driving Quiz:

1. If your car is covered with snow, the minimum you should do before driving is:


      a. Brush off the windows, clear a good peephole on the driver's side, and let the defrosters do the rest as you drive.

       b. Brush off the windows and thoroughly clear a space one-foot square to enable you to see out the front and back windows.

       c. Clear all snow off windows, roof and hood, and scrape the ice off all windows.

2. Below -4º F (-20º C) the following condition does NOT occur:

     a. Tire chains cease to be effective for traction.
     b. Sand ceases to increase traction.
     c. Snow tires loose their ability to bite into snow.

3. When you get stuck on ice or hard packed snow do NOT:


     a. Spread sand under the tires.

     b. Gently rock the car back and forth by shifting from forward gear to reverse using the brakes to hold the vehicle between shifts.

     c. Apply pressure on the gas, keeping your wheels straight, and move out of the situation as quickly as possible.

4. If you don't have ABS and must stop quickly in icy or snowy conditions:


     a. Apply strong, steady pressure to the brake pedal and don't let up.
     b. Pump your brakes.
     c. Slam your foot on the brake pedal at once.

5. If you go into a skid on ice:


     a. Apply the brakes to slow yourself down.
     b. Over steer to compensate for the direction of the skid.
     c. Take your foot off the accelerator and declutch or shift to neutral.
     d. All of the above.

Answers to Winter Driving Quiz:

PRIVATE
1. If your car is covered with snow, the minimum you should do before driving is:

c. Clean all snow and ice off all windows. Also remove loose snow from the hood and roof to prevent it from blowing up on the windshield or drifting over the back window as you drive. Don't be a peep hole driver, and ensure all windows are defrosted before starting out.

2. Below -4º F (-20º C) the following condition does NOT occur:

c. Snow tires do not loose their effectiveness at low temperatures. But remember they are designed to help you on unpacked snow and are little help on ice or hard packed snow. Tire chains and sand gives you traction at temperatures closer to the freezing mark, but not at very low temperatures. Always approach ice or hard packed snow with care.

3. When you get stuck on ice or hard packed snow do NOT:

c. If you apply too much power you will just spin your wheels. Rather, use the "easy does it" approach when starting on icy surfaces. Clear away snow from around the tires and create traction. Rocking the car allows you to increase the distance traveled with each rock.

4. When you have to stop quickly in icy or snowy conditions:

a. But stop short of locking your wheels. The best defense is to leave a greater distance between your vehicle and the one ahead of you, and to reduce your speed to decrease your stopping distance. Slamming your brakes could lock the wheels and produce an uncontrolled skid. However, with anti-lock brakes (ABS), c is a valid answer.

5. If you go into a skid:

c. Do not put on your brakes. Follow your natural impulse and steer to keep the car going in its original direction, but don't over steer. When you feel the car regaining traction, start to straighten your wheels. Be prepared to handle a skid in the opposite direction. </div><div align="left">
</div><div align="left">
Break Down on the Highway

You are driving down the highway when suddenly you have car trouble. The National Safety Council suggests the following measures when your car breaks down or has a flat tire on the highway. 

· At the first sign of car trouble, gently and smoothly take your foot off the accelerator. Do not brake hard or suddenly. Carefully work your vehicle toward the breakdown lane or the side of the road. If you are on an interstate, try to reach an exit. Signal your intentions to drivers behind you. If it is necessary to change lanes, watch your mirrors and the traffic around you closely. 

· Once off the road, make your car visible. Put flares, warning flags or reflectorized triangles behind your vehicle to alert other drivers; use your emergency flashers. If it is dark, turn on the interior dome light. 

· When you have a flat tire, be certain that you can change it safely without being close to traffic. If that is possible, change the tire as you normally would. Remember, safety must take precedence over your schedule or whatever other concerns you may have. 

· However, when the car is beyond repair, it is best to get professional help. Do not try to flag down other vehicles. Raise your hood and tie something white to the radio antenna or hang it out a window so police officers or tow truck operators will know help is needed. Don’t stand behind or next to your vehicle. If the car is in the roadway, stand away from the vehicle and wait for help to arrive. 

· If your car is safely out of traffic, wait inside the vehicle with the doors locked. If someone stops and offers to help, open the window slightly and ask them to call the police. 

· Watch for an uniformed police officer or other emergency personnel. All interstate highways and major roads are patrolled regularly. Also, some highways have special “call-for-help” phones. 

· It is inadvisable to walk on an interstate, especially during inclement weather. However, if you can reach a source of help on foot, without jeopardizing your physical or personal safety, try the direct approach by walking. Keep as far from traffic as possible and walk on the right side of the roadway. Never attempt to cross a multi-lane, high-speed roadway. 

CAR FIRE:  HOW YOU MAY PREVENT IT AND WHAT TO DO IF IT HAPPENS TO YOU.

     Car fires caused by accidents are dangerous, but so are those fires not caused by an accident.  But in all cases, the results can be disastrous, unless you’re prepared to act quickly to save first yourself and then possibly your car.  The following safety tips may help you:

· Ensure your battery is secured in the battery compartment.  When the battery shifts, in an accident or even while driving, it’s hot terminal often comes in contact with grounded metal.  The battery post or connector can actually get welded to the car.  A fire or exploding battery results.

· Missing air filter.  Besides protecting the engine from incoming dirt, the air filter often functions as a protection from backfire through the carburetor.  A backfire through the carburetor often ignites any residue of raw gasoline on engines with missing air filters.

· Catalytic converters on today’s cars for controlling pollution get very hot when the vehicle is running.  If you have to pull off on the side of the road watch for dry grass and weeds.  The catalytic converter can easily set fire to the dry vegetation.

· Cigarettes the tried and true fire starters are still with us and account for many fire losses.  Glowing ashes can escape without being noticed and can quickly respond to the wind created by driving.  These embers are also left behind when the smoker gets out of the car, and they smolder for hours or more, often erupting into flames well after everyone is far from the car.  When finally detected, the fire is well advanced. 

· Adequate fusing will quickly forestall electrical fires.  Ensure manufactures instructions are followed when adding new appliances to your car.

     But, something still may go wrong.  In spite of all your precautions, a fire may start.  Your best defense then is a properly maintained fire extinguisher rated to fight fire types A (ordinary combustibles), B (gas/oil) and C (electrical).  Aim extinguisher at the base of the flames.  However, you must exercise a great deal of wisdom in the use of an extinguisher.  If you doubt your ability to control the fire, let it go!  

     If you think your car is on fire immediately shut the ignition off.  Then get everyone out and far away from the car.  If your car has a remote hood release, release it.  In many cars, the hood release cable has plastic parts.  In the heat of the fire, the plastic melts and renders the mechanism useless. This means the firefighters will have to destroy part of the hood section of the car, and slows fire-fighting efforts.  The firefighters will release the safety catch when they arrive.

     If you are thinking about salvaging something from a burning car, or even standing and watching it burn, consider these hazards:

· The tires will burn for a while and then explode when the rubber is sufficiently weakened.  

· The bumpers on some cars have fluid filled shock absorbers.  This fluid can become heated to the boiling point and eject the bumper with enough force to cause death.  Any sealed container in a car fire can be heated to the boiling point of exploding, hollow drive shaft to a can of hair spray.

· Today’s cars use plastic extensively, stay out of the smoke!  It’s toxic.

     If you come across someone else’s car fire, it is best only to see to the safety of the people involved.  Call or have someone call 911 for help.

Jump Starting a Weak or Dead Automobile Battery Correctly:

[image: image17.wmf]When a motor vehicle battery fails, a jump-start often is the best short-term way to get the motor going. Because it is important that jump starting be done properly, the National Safety Council recommends the following procedure: 

· Position another vehicle with a healthy battery and your car so they do not touch each other. Be sure both batteries are of the same voltage. 

· Read the owners' manuals for BOTH vehicles for any special directions. 

· Turn off the ignitions of both vehicles and set the parking brakes. Place automatic transmissions in "Park" and standard transmissions in neutral. 

· Wear safety glasses and gloves while using cables. 

· In this order, use the booster cables as follows: 

(  Clamp/connect one end of the positive (+) booster cable to the positive (+) post of the dead battery. 

( Connect the other end of the same cable to the same marked post (+) of the booster battery. 

( Connect the second negative (-) booster cable to the other post of the booster battery. 

( Make the final negative (-) booster cable connection on the engine block of the stalled vehicle away from the battery. 

· Start the booster vehicle and let it run for a few minutes. Then, start the disabled vehicle. 

· Remove the cables in the reverse order of connection, being very careful not to let the booster cable clamps touch each other or come in contact with car parts. Also, avoid the fans of the engines. Electric fans may run without the engine being on. 

Reduce Your Risk of Becoming A Carjacking Victim:

Incidences of carjacking and other auto-related crimes have appeared regularly in news stories. Despite the danger, there are measures you can take to guard against crime when you are behind the wheel or walking to your vehicle. The National Safety Council suggests the following techniques to reduce the chances of becoming a carjacking victim: 

Be alert while driving.

· Before leaving, plan a route to avoid dangerous areas. If you need to drive in unfamiliar areas, try not to drive alone. Always drive with your windows up and car doors locked. Regularly check your mirrors and scan ahead for potentially dangerous situations. 

· Be conscious of escape routes while driving. Always leave room to maneuver out of the area when you come to a stop, keeping enough distance ahead so that you can see the rear tires of the vehicle in front of you touch the pavement. 

· Carjackers sometimes hit a car from behind and then pull a weapon when the victim gets out to investigate. If you think you have been bumped intentionally, don’t leave your car. Motion to the other driver to follow you to the nearest police station. If confronted by a person with a weapon, give up your car. 

· If your vehicle breaks down, pull as far as possible away from moving traffic, tie a white handkerchief around the antenna, close the windows and lock the doors. If anyone approaches to offer assistance, open the window slightly and ask the person to call the police or towing service. Ask uniformed personnel to show identification. 

Parking your vehicle.
· Use caution when you enter or leave a parking lot. Park in well lit areas where you can see and be seen by others. When getting in or out of your vehicle always be aware of what is going on around you. 

· When returning to your vehicle, approach with caution. Have your keys ready, glance underneath the vehicle and check the front and rear seats. If someone is loitering near your car, avoid them and walk to a place of safety such as a lighted store, house or other building. Call the police. 

· As in every situation, the foremost concern is your personal safety. If you are confronted by a carjacker, don’t resist. Hand over your keys and step back from the assailant. Remember: a car can be replaced but your life cannot. 

Motorcycle Safety

[image: image18.wmf]The following are requirements to operate a motorcycle on Army installations:

· Operators of Government or privately owned motorcycles on Army installations must be appropriately licensed to operate on public highways.

· Before operation of any motorcycle, personnel shall successfully complete an approved rider or operator safety course, i.e., Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) or Specialty Vehicle Institute of America, or MSF-based State –approved curriculum taught by certified or licensed instructors; hands-on training; and a performance-based and knowledge-based evaluation.

· When operated on Army installation, all motorcycles, moped, motor scooters, and ATV’s (when equipped) must have headlights turned on at all times.

· Must be equipped with two rear view mirrors (one on each side) mounted on the handle bar or fairing.

· Requirements for Personal Protective equipment (PPE) are as follows and is mandatory for all persons while operating or riding as a passenger on a motorcycle, moped, scooter:

· Helmet.  Certified to meet a minimum of Department of Transportation (DOT) standards properly fastened under the chin.  

· Goggles and Face shields.  Impact of shatter resistant goggles or full-face shield properly attached to the helmet.  A windshield or eyeglasses alone are not proper eye protection.

· Sturdy footwear is mandatory.  Leather boots or over the ankle shoes with a heel.

· Clothing.  Long sleeved shirt or jacket, long trousers, and full-fingered gloves or mittens designed for use on a motorcycle.

· Garment Visibility.  A brightly colored upper garment (vest or jacket) during the day and a reflective upper garment during the night.  Outer upper garment shall be clearly visible and not covered.  

· Use of the above equipment is mandatory for soldiers and their passengers whenever and wherever they operate or ride a motorcycle or moped.  Civilian personnel are required to use the same equipment when on federal installations or on official duty.

· The use of headphones or earphones while driving on installation roads and streets is prohibited.

· Ensure the motorcycle is kept in good working condition by inspecting tires, cables, brakes, drive train, etc. on a frequent basis.

· Drive unimpaired and alert to weather, road and traffic conditions.

· Never lend your motorcycle to an unskilled or unlicensed friend.

· Know your limits and always ride within them.  Never try to impress your friends and most of all, do not try to impress yourself.  Motorcycle riders can get in above their skill level very quickly and fate is always around the corner.

Enjoy Safe Bicycling:

Bicycling is one of the most popular ways to get around, whether for recreation, sport or transportation. An estimated 57 million Americans ride bikes ranging from high performance, 18-speed, touring models, to “dirt bikes” equipped with balloon tires—and dozens of variations in between. 

[image: image19.wmf]With millions of cyclists on the roads the same roads occupied by millions of motor vehicles that are larger, heavier and faster than bikes the National Safety Council believes that defensive driving applies to people who pedal with their feet to travel, as well as to those who push on the gas pedal. Because about 900 bicyclists were killed and some 70,000 suffered disabling injuries (1999 statistics), it is clear that taking precautions in traffic and wearing protective equipment are a cyclist’s best shields against unintentional injuries. 

The Council offers the following tips for safe and enjoyable bicycling:

· Obey traffic rules. Get acquainted with ordinances. Cyclists must follow the same rules as motorists. 

· Know your bike’s capabilities. Remember that bicycles differ from motor vehicles; they’re smaller and can’t move as fast. But, they can change direction more easily, stop faster and move through smaller spaces. 

· Ride in single file with traffic, not against it. Bicycling two abreast can be dangerous. Bicyclists should stay as far right on the pavement as possible, watching for opening car doors, sewer gratings, soft shoulders, broken glass and other debris. Remember to keep a safe distance from the vehicle ahead. 

· Make safe turns and cross intersections with care. Signal turns half a block before the intersection, using the correct hand signals (left arm straight out for left turn; forearm up for right turn). When traffic is heavy and the cyclist has to turn left, it is best to dismount and walk the bicycle across both streets at the crosswalks. 

· Never hitch on cars. A sudden stop or turn could send the cyclist flying into the path of another vehicle. 

· Before riding into traffic: stop, look left, right, left again, and over your shoulder. 

· Always be seen. During the day, cyclists should wear bright clothing. Nighttime cycling is not advised, but if riding at night is necessary, retroreflective clothing, designed to bounce back motorists’ headlight beams, will make cyclists more visible. 

· Make sure the bicycle has the right safety equipment: a red rear reflector; a white front reflector; a red or colorless spoke reflector on the rear wheel; an amber or colorless reflector on the front wheel; pedal reflectors; a horn or bell; and a rear view mirror. A bright headlight is recommended for night riding. 

· Wear a helmet.  Head injuries cause about 85 percent of all bicycling fatalities. The Council strongly urges all cyclists to wear helmets. The first body part to fly forward in a collision is usually the head, and with nothing but skin and bone to protect the brain from injury, the results can be disastrous. 

· In March 1999, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) issued a uniform, mandatory federal safety standard for all bike helmets. All helmets manufactured or imported for sale in the U.S. must carry a label or sticker stating that they meet the requirements of the new standard. Cyclists, who currently have a helmet that meets the ASTM, ANSI or Snell standards do not need to rush out to buy a new one; these helmets provide adequate protection. However, when it’s time to replace a helmet because it has been outgrown or damaged in a crash, buying a helmet that meets the CPSC standard is recommended. The helmet should fit securely and should be worn low and near the eyebrows—not back on the forehead.


A properly designed helmet has four characteristics:

· A stiff outer shell designed to distribute impact forces and protect against sharp objects.

· An energy-absorbing liner at least one-half inch thick.

· A chinstrap and fastener to keep the helmet in place.

· It should be lightweight, cool in hot weather and fit comfortably.

· There is no limit to the fun and healthful exercise gained from bicycling. Being careful, always, will give riders safer trips and greater peace of mind

Pedestrian Safety:    

[image: image20.wmf]
· Only cross roadways at pedestrian marked crossings or intersections.

· Ensure you have eye contact with all motorists before you cross roadways.

· Wear light colored or reflective clothing to assist motorist with visual contact.

· Watch your surroundings to ensure light glare and shrubbery are not obstructing the motorist view of you as you wait for them to stop and let you cross.   

Rail Road Crossings:

· Never drive around lowered gates. It’s illegal and dangerous

· Never race trains to crossings

· Don’t get trapped on crossings.  Proceed only if you are sure you can cross and clear the entire track

· Watch out for a second train when crossing multiple tracks

· If you stall on a track, evacuate the vehicle immediately.  Post spotters and push the vehicle clear if no train is visible

· Never overdrive your headlights.  25% of the accidents involve a motor vehicle being driven into a train.

What To Do When You Are

Involved In an Accident: At the Scene
One in every eight drivers will be involved in a motor vehicle crash this year, according to the National Safety Council. That may mean you! Are you prepared? Would you know what to do and what questions to ask? Since most people are reasonably upset after a crash, the National Safety Council offers this list of 11 easy steps to remember. 

· Stop your vehicle if it is clear, safe and legal. 

· [image: image21.emf]Move the vehicle out of the traveled roadway, if it is clear, safe and legal. (In some states it is against the law to move the vehicle from the place where the crash occurred. Check the ordinance in your area.) 

· Turn off the ignitions of the cars involved. 

· Make a first aid check of all persons involved in the crash. 

· Call the police and, if necessary, emergency medical services. 

· Mark the scene of the crash with flares or retroreflective triangles. 

· Gather the names of all persons in the motor vehicles and people who witnessed the crash. 

· Make a quick diagram of where the vehicle occupants were seated and indicate the vehicles’ direction of travel and lane. Also note the date, time and weather conditions. 

· Ask to see the other driver’s license and write down the number. 

· Exchange insurance company information. Do not discuss “fault” or make statements about the crash to anyone but the police. 

· Get a copy of the police report of the crash from the local precinct
POV INSPECTION CHECKLIST (Example)

At least a two-week period should be allowed to ensure timely repairs.
ITEM   WHAT TO CHECK
LOOK FOR KNOWN DEFICIENCIES
CHECKOFF

TIRES

          Condition

NOTE:  No mixing of radial tires and bias tires. 

          Spare tire
Tread depth, wear, weathering, evenly seated bulges, imbedded objects, cuts, and breaks.  At least one mm of tread over entire traction surface.

(Using a penny, place it in the tire tread with head facing downward. If the tread does not reach the top of Lincoln's head, there is insufficient tread depth)

Spare tire (inflated), jack, lug wrench
Front     Rear

Pass      Fail

LIGHTS

        Head lights

        Tail Lights

        Brake lights

        Turn Signals

        Backup lights

        Four-way Flashers

        License Plate Light 


Both high and low beams operational, cracked, condensation, secured

Lenses intact, tail light working when turned on (red)

Lenses intact, brake light working when brake is applied (red)

Lenses intact, left and right turn signals blink (red lights in rear and yellow lights in front)

Lenses intact, left and right backup lights work (White Light)

Lenses intact, left and right turn signals flash/blink at the same time

Lenses intact, does light stay on


Left     Right

Left     Right

Left     Right

Front     Rear

Left     Right

Left     Right

Front     Rear

Left     Right

Pass      Fail

WINDSHIELD & WINDOWS & WIPERS

       Windshield 

       Rear Window

       Windows

       Window controls

       Windshield wipers


Not cracked, broken or scratched to the degree that impairs vision

Not cracked, broken or scratched to the degree that impairs vision

Windows go up and down, scratched or tinted to the degree that impairs vision 

Check handles, push electric buttons

Both wipers are installed on vehicle, windshield wipers work, blades show signs of wear
Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Front     Rear

Pass      Fail

MIRROR

       Mirror Outside

       Mirror Inside
Missing, cracked

Missing, cracked
Left     Right

Pass      Fail

BUMPERS

       Bumper Front

       Bumper Rear 
Missing, loose, broken

Missing, loose, broken, bent in any way to cause a hazard
Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail





BRAKES

       Brakes

       Emergency Brake


Foot pedal cannot travel more than half way to floor, does brake light stay on

Properly adjusted, check emergency brake by: pull/push emergency brake, apply foot to brake, gently press gas pedal, ensure brake holds vehicle
Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Interior

        Horn

        Defroster Front

        Defroster Rear

        Emergency equipment

        Heater

SEATBELTS

       Seatbelt Front/Rear

(Include shoulder harness during inspection, may have a center seat belt)


Does it work

Ensure hot air blows out above the dash

Check light on dash, if in the winter ensure it works by allowing the rear windshield to clear up

(OPTIONAL) First aid kit, warning triangle, flashlight, fire extinguisher, blanket, flares, shovel, chains, tools, etc. (Check host nation laws for any additional equipment)

Ensure heater works

Missing, frayed, does not snap


Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Front     Rear

LICENSE/DECALS/INSURANCE

        State Drivers 

License

        Installation decal 

        License Plate

(License plates match windshield decal (Europe Only)

        Insurance
Expired, missing

Missing, needs replacing

Expired, check sticker/decal to ensure plate is current

Does the operator have valid insurance
Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

UNDER THE HOOD

FLUIDS

        Brake

        Windshield washer

        Battery

        Power Steering
HOSES

BATTERY


Filled to appropriate level

Windshield washer fluid

Check the color indicator on the battery

Filled to appropriate level

Cuts, cracks, leaks, bulges, chaffing, deterioration

Terminals, clean and tight, held down securely


Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Pass      Fail

Inspector's Name:_______________________ __Signature____________________

Operator Name:__________________________________Signature_________________________

Inspection checklist can be revised based on local requirements - e.g., snow tires/chains
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