Subject: Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM Control No. MAM 03-028,

Eye-Safe Laser Range Finder (ESLRF), in container NSN: 1240-01-419-2232

ESLRF out of container: NSN: 1240-01-418-9498, used on Abrams M1A1D and AIM Tanks,

NSN 2350-01-087-1095, LIN T13168 AND U.S. M1A2/SEP Tanks NSN 2350-01-328-

5964, LIN T13305.

REFERENCE: TACOM-WRN Control No. MAM-98-023, DTG 071202Z AUG 98, Subject:

Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM), TACOM-WRN Control No. MAM-98-023, Eye-

Safe Laser Range Finder (ESLRF), NSN 1240-01-419-2232, currently used only

on the U.S. M1A2, NSN 2350-01-328-5964, LIN T13305

1. Distribution: This is a "Maintenance Advisory Message". Request MACOM

Commanders retransmit this message to all subordinate Commands/Activities.

2. Issue: This message is to reiterate what was stated in referenced message

above and notify the field that this is still an issue and it affects M1A1D

and M1A1 AIM tanks. Use of the ESLRF with the Tank Weapon Gunfire Simulation

System (TWGSS) and the TWGSS retro-reflectors can still cause damage to the

ESLRF.

3.  User actions:

    a. Until further notice, tanks equipped with the ESLRF should not arm

the ESLRF when training with TWGSS. Units should use the TWGSS laser for all

ranging and engagement simulations. Operating instructions for the TWGSS

system are in the TM that accompanies the TWGSS set. Additionally, before

using the ESLRF for any exercise, the training area should be examined, and

any retro-reflectors should be removed or covered.

    b. Do not attempt to use TWGSS with M1A1D tanks. There are known

incompatibility issues. These issues will not be addressed until the Army

makes a decision about future fielding of M1A1D. The TWGSS laser will not

fire when installed on M1A1D tanks.

    c. Unit Commanders, contact your local TACOM Logistics Assistance

Representative (LAR) or your State Surface Maintenance Manager upon receipt

of this message for assistance. For assistance in locating your TACOM LAR,

see paragraph 6C.

4.  PM Actions:

    a. PM Combat Systems is working with STRICOM in developing new TWGSS

Harnesses that will make it impossible to fire the tank laser when the TWGSS

cable is correctly connected to the tank. Once the new harness is available

it will be fielded to AIM, M1A2 and SEP units, projected for October 03.

    b. PM Combat Systems is also working with STRICOM to add NSN

5930-01-171-4788; Electrical Switch Cover (the old red Laser Range Finder (LRF) safety

cover) as part of the TWGSS set, and make its installation part of TWGSS installation.

    c. The next version of M1A1D, if fielded, will be compatible with TWGSS.

The M1A1D tanks are scheduled to be replaced with M1A2 SEPs in FY04-05. No

mod to address TWGSS incompatibility on M1A1D is planned.

5. Supply Status: N/A

6.  POC:

    a. PM Combat Systems Logistics, Berniece Dubay, SFAE-GCS-CS-LD, DSN 786-

8215, Commercial (810) 574-8215, Email: dubayb@tacom.army.mil

    b. PM Combat Systems Engineering, Chuck Smithson, SFAE-GCS-CS-SW, DSN

786-2370, Commercial (586) 753-2370, Email: smithsoc@tacom.army.mil

    c. PEO STRI, Bonnie Harrison, DSN 970-5170, Commercial (407)384-5170,

Email: Bonnie_Harrison@stricom.army.mil

