MC-1, License Amended!!!
In case you didn’t hear the latest, the NRC license for the MC-1, Soil Moisture and Density Tester, managed by TACOM, has just been amended!  NRC license number 21-01222-05 is now working under amendment 13, with an expiration date of September 30, 2012.  You can print a copy of this new amendment by going to the DA RSO Reference Guide website at http://www.monmouth.army.mil/rso/nrclicen/01222-05.pdf.  With this amendment there are a few major changes that will affect the way the MC-1 Radiation Safety Program (RSP) is implemented.

So, what are the changes, you ask?  Well, here they are:

Local Radiation Safety Officer (LRSO)

There is no longer a need to have a trained and appointed ALRSO.  You are only required to have a trained and appointed LRSO, but remember if this person is not available you must suspend the use of the MC-1 until a trained LRSO is available.  So, you can see it would be a good idea to have more than one person trained to be an LRSO even though you only need to appoint just one person.  Having an extra person trained would enable you to appoint this person as the LRSO should the need arise, thus limiting the down time of the MC-1, since units may not use the MC-1 for mission requirements until a qualified LRSO is trained and appointed.  The LRSO training will consist of the following topics:  Principals and Practices of Radiation Safety; Biological Effects of Radiation; RADIAC Instrumentation and Monitoring Techniques; Mathematics and Calibrations that are basic to the use and measurement of radioactivity; and the operation and use of the MC-1.

The following courses have been approved to qualify an individual as a LRSO for the MC-1:

1.  Radiological Safety Course, 7K-F3-494-F14, US Army Chemical School

2.  Operational Radiation Safety Course, 4J-F2-494-F9, US Army Chemical School

3.  Calibrator Custodian Course, US Army Chemical School and Technical Engineers Course (51T), US 

     Army Engineer Center. 

4.  Army National Guard RSO Course, CECOM

5.  USAREUR Local Radiation Safety Officers Course

6.  Any other training course approved by the TACOM Safety Office.

Surveys

The interval for the performance of radiation surveys of the MC-1 storage area has been changed from quarterly to semiannually.  This survey has to be performed by LRSO and cannot be performed by an operator.  Along with this semiannually requirement, radiation surveys must be performed when you first set-up a storage area, to include a background survey prior to placing the MC-1 in the area and an initial survey once the MC-1 is placed in the area.  Also, changes to the storage area require a survey.  A closeout survey must be performed if you will no longer being storing the MC-1 in the area.  Copies of the background, initial, change and closeout surveys will be forwarded through the chain of command to TACOM.

Leak Testing

The interval for the performance of a leak test on the MC-1 has been changed from semiannually to annually.  The leak test will be performed by the LRSO, in the event the LRSO is not available a certified operator can be designated to perform the leak test.  Certification of the operator must be provided to TACOM to validate the performed leak test.  Non-unit bulk storage areas (i.e. ECS, etc.) are not required to perform an annual leak test.  They however, must provide a memo indicating who their LRSO is, Serial Number of testers, confirm the storage location and the non-use of the tester and that it is properly stored.   Remember to file a copy of the leak test results so, that they are available for review by an inspector, for a period of 3 years.  

How about that…the actually requirements for the MC-1 RSP have been eased, usually we are expressing to you more stringent requirements.  Who says there is no Santa Claus?

