Subject: AIN 23-03, TRANSPORTING CLASS V EXPLOSIVES AND DEMOLITIONS ON

COMBAT AND TACTICAL VEHICLES

172219Z MAR 03

UNCLAS

FROM CDR USAJMC ROCK ISL IL//AMSJM-QAS//

740 (A)

SUBJECT:  AMMUNITION INFORMATION NOTICE (AIN) 23-03, TRANSPORTING CLASS

V EXPLOSIVES AND DEMOLITIONS ON COMBAT AND TACTICAL VEHICLES

1. AIN 22-03 WAS TRANSMITTED ON 172056Z MAR 03.

2. REQUEST THIS AIN BE PASSED TO ALL ORGANIZATIONS AND PERSONNEL

INVOLVED IN TRANSPORTING AMMUNITION ON SUBJECT VEHICLES.  

3. RECENT TESTING HAS IDENTIFIED POTENTIAL FOR CATASTROPHIC LOSS OF

VEHICLE AND CREW IF BULK CLASS V EXPLOSIVES AND DEMOLITIONS ARE STORED

ON TOP OF COMBAT VEHICLES IN COMBAT SITUATIONS. EXPLOSIVES PACKAGING 

DOES NOT PROVIDE BALLISTIC SHIELDING. ALTHOUGH CLASS V EXPLOSIVES AND

DEMOLITIONS ARE KNOWN TO BE RATHER INSENSITIVE TO LIVE FIRE, ENGAGEMENT

BY FRAGMENTING MUNITIONS (ARTILLERY AND MORTAR ROUNDS) CAN RESULT IN

HIGH-ORDER DETONATION.

4. OPERATIONAL UNITS SHOULD:

A. LIMIT THE TRANSPORT OF CLASS V EXPLOSIVES AND DEMOLITIONS ON THE

VEHICLE TO ITEMS NECESSARY TO PERFORM THE MISSION.

B. TRANSPORT CLASS V EXPLOSIVES AND DEMOLITIONS IN CARGO VEHICLES

WHENEVER POSSIBLE (TO REDUCE PROXIMITY TO PERSONNEL).

C. IF POSSIBLE, TRANSPORT CLASS V EXPLOSIVES AND DEMOLITIONS TO THE

MISSION SITE INSIDE THE ARMORED VEHICLE SEPARATE FROM INITIATORS WHEN

THE MISSION PRECLUDES USE OF A CARGO VEHICLE. THE DECISION TO STOW

CLASS V ITEMS INTERNALLY SHOULD BE BASED ON THE RISK MANAGEMENT

PROCESS. 

D. IF CLASS V EXPLOSIVES AND DEMOLITIONS MUST BE STOWED EXTERNALLY, PROTECT THEM FROM ARTILLERY FRAGMENTS WITH 8 INCHES OF SAND. 

5. AN OPERATIONAL RISK ASSESSMENT SHOULD BE PERFORMED FOR ALL MISSIONS

THAT REQUIRE TRANSPORT OF CLASS V EXPLOSIVES AND DEMOLITIONS WHERE

APPROVED LOAD PLANS ARE EXCEEDED AND/OR THE ACTIONS IN PARAGRAPH 4

ABOVE CAN NOT BE MET.

6. 

PROTECTIVE COVERING AND LOAD PLANS WILL BE REVIEWED WITH ENGINEER

SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVES TO BETTER DEFINE CONTROL MEASURES. ADDITIONAL

INFORMATION WILL BE PROVIDED AS REQUIRED. 

7. POINT OF CONTACT IS MR. GEORGE JARVIS, JARVISG@TACOM.ARMY.MIL, DSN

786-5636.

8. THIS AIN EXPIRES 31 MAR 04 UNLESS OTHERWISE SUPERSEDED OR RESCINDED.

