SUBJ:BALLISTIC PROTECTIVE BLANKETS - WARNING MESSAGE

1.  THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED TO ADVISE COMMANDERS OF THE VARIOUS

BALLISTIC PROTECTIVE BLANKET CAPABILITIES AND LIMITATIONS.

2.  THE BPB, AS PRODUCED BY "PROTECTIVE MATERIALS COMPANY" (PART #

VA710) AS WELL AS OTHER SIMILAR BALLISTIC BLANKET SOLUTIONS PRODUCED

BY "PROTECH ARMOR SOLUTIONS" AND "POINTBLANK BODY ARMOR" WERE

DESIGNED TO PROTECT AGAINST SMALL ANTI-PERSONNEL FRAGMENTATION

DEVICES (I.E. HAND GRENADES AND ANTIPERSONNEL MINES), WHICH IS NOT

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PRESENT THREAT IN IRAQ.

3.  THE PROTECTIVE BLANKETS WERE NOT DESIGNED TO PROTECT AGAINST

CURRENT OIF THREAT CAPABILITY SUCH AS 7.62MM AND IEDS (IMPROVISED

EXPLOSIVE DEVICES); RATHER THEY WERE DEVELOPED TO REDUCE THE

EFFECTIVENESS OF THREAT BALLISTIC FRAGMENTATION PRODUCING ORDNANCE.

TESTING TO DATE OF THESE VARIOUS SOLUTIONS WHEN USED AS INTENDED
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(SINGLE LAYER) HAS SHOWN THAT THEY PROVIDE NO PROTECTION AGAINST THE

SMALL ARMS THREATS CURRENTLY EMPLOYED IN OIF AND MINIMAL PROTECTION

AGAINST THE CURRENT IED THREATS.

4.  AN INCREASED LEVEL OF PROTECTION AGAINST THE IED THREAT IS

ATTAINABLE BY USING AT LEAST FOUR LAYERS OF THE MATERIAL OR PUTTING

THEM OVER ARMOR PROTECTION ALREADY INSTALLED.

5.  EXPIRATION DATE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TBD.

6.  POC MAJ VOIGT (703) 604-7251.

EXPERATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED.
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WORTHINGTON, JACKIE

