UNCLAS

Weapons Information Notice (WIN)            12 April 2004

M60D Machine Gun Cover

Issue:  When the M60D Machine Gun (MG) is mounted on the UH-60 (BLACKHAWK) Helicopter and the top cover for the MG is opened while in flight damage can occur to the cover's hinge points.  The damage can occur because when the cover is opened during flight the force of the air against the cover acts perpendicular to the cover's normal hold open point and this creates a large amount of stress at the points of the cover where the hinge is connected to the frame of the cover.  The cover being only made from thin sheet metal was not designed to withstand this amount of stress. 

The unit maintenance personal should:

a.  Inspect the cover's hinge points to ensure that there are no cracks or bends.  If the hinge attachment point is riveted make sure that all the rivets are present and tight and inspect the brazed joints between the hinge's plate and the cover to ensure it is not cracked or torn.  If the hinge plate is welded to the cover, inspect the weld points to ensure they are not cracked.

b.  If the cover is cracked or bent at the hinge points or the hinge plate is not solidly attached to the cover because of loose rivets or welds/brazed joints that are damaged it should be replaced at direct support with a new cover.  To prevent future damage to M60D MG covers, it is recommended by this office that if the cover of the weapon needs to be opened while the helicopter is flying the operator should, if at all possible, first pull the weapon into the helicopter and get it out of the force of the air stream. 

Unit Commanders: Contact your local TACOM Logistics Assistance Representative (LAR) or your state surface maintenance manager upon receipt of this message for assistance. If you do not know who your TACOM LAR is, for CONUS call DSN 367-6204/6293, for Germany call DSN 375-6128/7436 and for Korea call DSN 315-722-3036/3881. LARs are available to help you.

The cover housing assembly, NSN 1005-00-608-5091 is available through the supply system, item manager Ms. Lynn Rubley, DSN 793-4780, commercial 309-782-4780, email rubleyl@ria.army.mil <mailto:rubleyl@ria.army.mil>.  

Points of Contact are TACOM-RI maintenance POC is Mr. Terry Herum, DSN 793-2261, commercial 309-782-2261, email address; herumt@ria.army.mil.

//signed Joseph V. Colarusso//           //signed Robert H. Davidson//

JOSEPH V. COLARUSSO                      ROBERT H. DAVIDSON

Leader, Small Arms Group                 Acting Chief, TACOM-RI Safety Office
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