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GROUND PRECAUTIONARY MESSAGE (GPM), GPM-SBCCOM (SSC)-02-02:


MILITARY FUEL FIRED SPACE HEATERS

A. REFERENCES:  AR 600-55, THE ARMY DRIVER AND OPERATOR STANDARDIZATION PROGRAM (SELECTION, TRAINING, AND LICENSING), PARA 7-1a(10).

1.  DISTRIBUTION:  NOTE THIS IS A GPM AND HAS NOT BEEN TRANSMITTED TO YOUR SUBORDINATE UNITS.  MACOM COMMANDERS WILL IMMEDIATELY RETRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE TO ALL SUBORDINATE UNITS, ACTIVITIES, OR ELEMENTS AFFECTED OR CONCERNED.  RETRANSMITTAL SHALL REFERENCE THIS MESSAGE.  MACOM COMMANDERS WILL IMMEDIATELY VERIFY RECEIPT AND RETRANSMISSION OF THIS MESSAGE TO COMMANDER, U.S. ARMY SOLDIER AND BIOLOGICAL CHEMICAL COMMAND, SOLDIER SYSTEMS CENTER (SBCCOM,SSC), ATTN: AMSSB-OES(N), NATICK, MA 01760-5049 OR E-MAIL PAUL.ANGELIS@NATICK.ARMY.MIL.

2.  PROBLEM DISCUSSION:

    A.  THIS MESSAGE IS FOR UNITS THAT EMPLOY THE USE OF ARMY TYPE

 CLASSIFIED FUEL FIRED SPACE HEATERS FOR HEATING TENTAGE AND OTHER SHELTERS IN THE FIELD. THESE HEATERS INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

1. SPACE HEATER ARCTIC (SHA)

NSN 4520-01-444-2375

28,000 BTUH

USED IN 5&10 MAN ARCTIC TENTS

2. SPACE HEATER SMALL (SHS)

NSN 4520-01-478-9207

12,000 BTUH

USED IN SOLDIER CREW TENT

3. SPACE HEATER CONVECTIVE (SHC)

NSN 4520-01-431-8927

35,000 BTUH

USED IN MODULAR COMMAND POST SYSTEM TENTS

    B.  SUMMARY OF PROBLEM- REPORTS FROM THE FIELD INDICATE THAT USER

 TROOPS HAVE BEEN ATTEMPTING TO BURN GASOLINE IN THE SHA DESPITE PROHIBITIONS AND WARNINGS CITED IN THE TECHNICAL MANUAL (TM) 10-4520-261-12&P AND MOUNTED ON THE HEATER'S INSTRUCTION PLATE.  GASOLINE IS A FLAMMABLE LIQUID, A HIGHLY VOLATILE FUEL, AND ITS USE IN THE ARMY SPACE HEATERS POSES A POTENTIALLY SERIOUS FIRE AND SAFETY HAZARD. 

THE NEW FAMILY OF ARMY SPACE HEATERS CITED IN PARAGRAPH A WERE DESIGNED TO REPLACE THE OLD GASOLINE BURING HEATERS (M1941 AND M1950 YUKON) AND ELIMINATE THE USE OF GASOLINE IN THE FIELD FOR HEATING APPLICATIONS. THESE NEW HEATERS ARE DESIGNED TO OPERATE ON COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS - JP8, DIESEL OR KEROSENE LIQUID FUELS ONLY. 

3.  USER ACTIONS: 

    A.  THE SHA IS BEING INFORMALLY REFERRED TO AS THE "NEW YUKON STOVE", WHICH IS MISLEADING TO USERS. THE SHA UTILIZES A COMPLETELY NEW TECHNOLOGY, WHICH SHARES NO COMMON OPERATING CHARACTERISTICS OR

 FUELS OF THE YUKON STOVE.  SINCE THE YUKON STOVE BURNED GASOLINE,

 THIS PRACTICE MAY LEAD TO THE CONTINUED USE OF GASOLINE IN THE SHA

 BY UNTRAINED TROOPS. NEITHER GASOLINE, NOR A MIXTURE THEREOF, SHALL BE USED WITH THE SHA OR OTHER NEW ARMY SPACE HEATERS LISTED ABOVE.

    B.  USER TROOPS SHOULD BE PROPERLY TRAINED ON THE OPERATION OF

 THE NEW ARMY SPACE HEATERS IAW AR 600-55, THE ARMY DRIVER AND OPERATOR STANDARDIZATION PROGRAM (SELECTION, TRAINING, AND LICENSING), PARA 7-1a(10) AND USE ONLY AUTHORIZED FUELS CITED IN THE TM AND OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS MOUNTED ON THE HEATER (i.e. JP8, DIESEL, AND KEROSENE).

    C.  UNIT COMMANDERS WILL ENSURE THAT THIS MESSAGE IS DISSEMINATED

 TO THE APPROPRIATE USER LEVEL. UNIT COMMANDERS WILL ALSO ENSURE THAT INSPECTIONS OF THE NEW ARMY SPACE HEATERS ARE CONDUCTED WHILE THE HEATERS ARE OPERATING TO ENSURE THAT ONLY AUTHORIZED FUELS ARE USED IAW THE TM AND OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS LOCATED UPON THE HEATER.

4.  PS ACTIONS: N/A

5.  SUPPLY STATUS: N/A

6.  POINTS OF CONTACT (POC):  

    A.  DLA POC FOR THIS GPM IS MR. DAN DILLOSI, DSN 444-5190 OR

 COMMERCIAL (215) 737-5190

    B.  TECHNICAL POC FOR THIS GPM IS MR. JOSEPH MACKOUL,

 SFAE-CSS-FP-F, DSN 256-5592 OR COMMERCIAL (508) 233-5592.

    C.  SAFETY POC FOR THIS GPM IS MR. PAUL G. ANGELIS,

AMSSB-OES(N), DSN 256-5208, COMMERCIAL (508) 233-5208, OR E-MAIL PAUL.ANGELIS@NATICK.ARMY.MIL.

    D.  AFTER HOURS POC FOR THIS GPM IS THE NATICK OPERATIONS CENTER

 (NOC), DSN 256-4005/4060, COMMERCIAL (508) 233-4005/4060, OR E-MAIL AMSSB-RIM-E@NATICK.ARMY.MIL.   

